RAPEX - Rapid Alert System for Non-Food Products

RAPEX serves as a single rapid alert system for dangerous consumer products. All non-food products intended for consumers or likely under reasonably foreseeable conditions to be used by consumers are included within the scope of RAPEX, with the exception of pharmaceutical products.
The legal basis of the RAPEX system is the General Product Safety Directive (2001/95/EC) laying down procedures in matters of product safety. 
The objective of RAPEX is to ensure the rapid exchange of information among Member States and the Commission on measures taken in the Member States to prevent, restrict or impose specific conditions on the marketing or use of consumer products by reason of serious risk to the health and safety of consumers.
This information is circulated among the competent authorities, through a network of national contact points. However, the GPSD introduces specific provisions to ensure public access to the information available to the authorities on product safety.
Some aggregated information on the functioning of RAPEX:
· The number of notifications exchanged was 143 in 2001, 168 in 2002, and 139 in 2003.
· Four categories of risks represent more than 60% of all notifications in 2003: the risks of choking and suffocation, fire risk, presence of carcinogenic substances, electric shocks.
· The category of products most often notified in 2003 was toys, followed by other types of products for children.
You may view the latest – Weekly overview report of RAPEX notifications – issued by the EU.
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